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TO DIRECTOR 
FROM NEW YORK 161-2271 IP 


KATHERINE DUNHAM AKA KAY DUNN, KATHERINE PRATT, MRS. JOHN THOMAS PRATT^ 
KATHERINE DUNHAM PRATT, KATHERINE DUNHAM MC COO, MRS. JARDIS MC COO; 
SPI, BUDED PAST. 
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CREDIT BUREAU, BSS AND POLICE AGENCY CHECKS, NYC, NEGATIVE FOR 
KATHERINE DUNHAM MC COO, MRS. JARDIS MC COO AND KATHERINE DUNHAM 
PRATT. NEW YORK REPORT FOLLOWS. P. 
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RE WASH FIELD TEL FEBRUARY FIFTEEN LAST. 

NO CREDIT OR POLICE RECORD FOR APPOINTEE UNDER 
ADDITIONAL NAMES, AND CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS LISTED IN SAN 
FRANCISCO REPORT JANUARY THREE OvNE LAST HAVE NO RECORD UNDER 
ADDITIONAL NAMES. 

NO REPORT BEING SUBMITTED. /RUC. 
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FEDERAC BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




REPORTING OFFICE 

LOS ANGELES 

OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

BUREAU 

.■ 

1 

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

2/15 - 2/16/67 

TITLE OF CASE 

KATHERINE DUNHAM 
aka Kay Dun, 

Katherine Pratt, 

Mrs. John Thomas Pratt, 
Katherine Dunham Pratt, 
Katherine Dunham Me Coo, 
Mrs . Jardis Me Coo 

REPORT MADE BY 

:grj) 

TYPED BY 

grj 

CHARACTER OF CASE 

SPI 
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REFERENCE: Washington Field teletype to Chicago, 2/15/67 . 


- RUC - 



Case has v n: Pend;nj over one year |' " j Yes | ~ | No; Pending prosecution over six months [ | Yes | j No 
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UN^P d STATES DEPARTMENT OF Jlj^ICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy to: 


Report of: 

Date: February lb, iyo7 

Field Office File #: l6l-H32 

TiHe: KATHERINE DUNHAM 


office: Los Angeles, California 


Bureau File 
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Character: SPECIAL INQUIRY 


Synopsis: 

No credit or arrest record located at Los Angeles, California, 
identifiable with the appointee, KATHERINE DUNHAM, under the 
names of KATHERINE DUNHAM PRATT, KATHERINE DUNHAM MG COO, and 
Mrs. JARDIS MC COO. 


- RUC - 

DETAILS: 


CREDIT AND ARREST 

On February 1 6 , 1967, the files of the following 
agencies as caused to be checked contained no credit or 
arrest record identifiable with the appointee, KATHERINE 
DUNHAM, under the names of KATHERINE DUNHAM PRATT, KATHERINE 
DUNHAM MC COO, and Mrs. JARDIS MC COO: 

Retail Merchants Credit Association 

Los Angeles, California 

Checked by IC I 

Los Angeles Sheriffs Office and 
Los Angeles Police Department 

Los Angeles, California 

Checked by ic| — """" 



- 1 * - 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Transmit the following in 


Via 


A I R T E L 


I 

F B I 

Date: February 17, 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


(Priority) 



1967 


j__ 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SAC, BAI.MMORE (161-2309) (jU>c) 

SUBJECT: KATHERYnHuNHAM 

aka 

Buded Past 

SPZ 


Re Baltimore teletype dated 2/1/67 and WFO 
teletype 2/15/67- 


Additional names of the appointee, mentioned in 
re WFO teletype were checked through DCII on February 16, 
1967 without locating any record in addition to that 
set forth in re Baltimore teletype. 


ALL 



(jlP- Bureau 
1 - Baltimore 
JHB:kj 
( 2 ) 



© FEB. IB 1967 




Sent 


M Per 




federal bureau of investigation 


REPORTING OFFICE 

SEATTLE 

OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

BUREAU 

DATE 

2/17/67 

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

2/16/67 

TITLE OF CASE fs 

0 

KATHERINE DUNHAM, aka 
Katherine Pratt, 

Mrs. John Thomas Pratt, 
Katherine Dunham Pratt, 
Katherine Dunham Me Coo, 
Mbs. Jardis Me Coo 

REPO 

RT MADE BY 


TYPED BY 

Jb 

CHARACTER OF CASE 

SPECIAL INQUIRY b6 

b7C 


REFERENCE: 


SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT 


Seattle report of SA | 

WFO teletype to Seattle, 2/15/67. 


2/1/67; 


- RUC - 
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Ur^ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF J^TICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy to: 


Report of: 

Dote: February 17, 1967 


Field Office File p. 161 — 328 

Title: KATHERINE DUNHAM 


Office: Seattle, Washington 

Bureau File 


Character: 


SPECIAL INQUIRY 


b6 
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Synopsis: 


Credit and arrest check at Seattle, Washington, 
negative on additional names of appointee. 


DETAILS: 


- RUC - 


Credit and arrest checks at Seattle, Washington , 
were conducted by Investigative Clerkl 

CREDIT AND ARREST 

On February 16, 1967, the names, KATHERINE DUNHAM 
PRATT, KATHERINE DUNHAM MC COO, AND MRS. JARDIS MC COO, were 
searched , with negative results, at the following agencies: 

Seattle Police Department, Seattle, Washington; 

King County Sheriffs Office, Seattle, Washington; and, 

The Seattle Credit Bureau, Seattle, Washington. 



ALL info: 
HERE 
DATE. 


.TION fcONT. 
S3 
B 



- I* - 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


r ES 


REPORTING OFFICE 

OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

DATE 

I INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

NEW YORK 

BUREAU 

2/17/67 

2/16 - 

17/67 


TITLE OF CASE 


o 


KATHERINE DUNHAM aka 
Mrs . John Thomas Pratt 
Kay Dunn , Katherine Pratt, 
Katherine Dunham Pratt, 
Katherine Dunham McCoo, 
Mrs. Jardis McCoo 


Ht f pnnT »»nr pv 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


SPI 
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TYPED BY 

vby 


REFERENCES : 


NYrep of SA 


WFO teletype to Chicago dated 2/15/67. 
NY teletype to Bureau dated 2/16/67. 


dated 2/14/67. 


- RUC - 
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Copy fo: 

Report of: 

Date; 

Field Office Fi 
Title: 

Character: 
Synopsis: 


This document 
your agency; it 


UN 


STATES DEPARTMENT OF J^T 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


ICE 


2/17/67 
le *• 161-2271 

KATHERINE DUNHAM 
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Off'ce.- jj ew York, New York 


Bureau File #: 


SPECIAL INQUIRY 

No credit, arrest or BSS. 

- RUC - 



contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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DETAILS: 


•* T ’ ' * 


V?.'; . "b7D 


Credit’ . ? ’ 


On. February- 16 , 1967 ^ 


.Credit Bureau, of .Greater' New : York ,■ ^adyis ed IC 
/ 


T 


names • KATHERINE DUNHAM MC COO v Mrs . JARDIS MC COO or 
KATHERINE. DUNHAM PRATT. / ‘ ' 

Arrest y •> ' ' • ’ • ' 


Vf-A On /.February 1 6 , I967, • ,SA \_ 

o r\r/l c . rif +ViQ Wiatir Vrivtlr 


the rec ords Of the NfiW York Cl tv PrvTlnfr 
to be' checked by|_ 


of Criminal Identifi cation:- 



jhat she could lpcatepno record identifiable, with the 

' Tf A ■nTTTVrrr A \xr* nr\r\ tAT5t»to. \nn nr\r\ 


j Bufeaii 
f Informati on 


Old Record Room ‘ fail of the /' 

”J Fingerprint ' -' ; 3 , 


Unit;^ 

above' of . the NYC PD ) ; and. . 

Bureau, Criminal Court of ,. the City ,of New-. York.". No record 
was located/ for KATHERINE DUNHAM M 2 COO,* Mrs .' JARDIS MC COO 
or- KATHERINE DUNHAM PRATT. - Ty : //y;; y /, . : S- : . 

Miscellaneous ' ./v'--- : 1 .’ -• 


■ .) 


4 / On February : 16 y . 196 . 7,1 


■Bureaifof ; Special Services NYCPD, ad vis;ed SA 


that \he could locate no information. concerning 

KATHERINE DUNHAM MC- COO, Mrs./’ JARDIS MC COO or. KATHERINE 
DUNHAM PRATT/'.' • . w . 3 . / ' ■ . . .-3 r - 
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REC’D „o2_ : 

FEB 19 1977 

ASMS. 

!Y: l /J tnCL 


/•f i* 


Honorable Marvin Watson 
Special Assistant to the President 
The White House 
Washington , D. C. 

Dear Hr* Watson: 



o 

o 



In accordance with a request received from 
Mrs. Mildred Stegall on January 23, 1967, am investigation 
has been conducted regarding Miss KatherineCJhinham. Trans- 
mitted herewith is a summary memorandum containing the 
results of this investigation. 

The chech of the records of three governmental 
agencies* has not been completed. When the results of these 
checks have been received, you will be advised. 

The investigation of Miss Dunham covered inquiries 
in the continental Dnited States and Mexico as to her 
character, loyalty, general standing, and ability but no 
Inquiries were made as to the sources of- her income . 

The Acting Attorney General has.not been provided 
a copy of this communication* _ v'-M s ^ \ 

v:*? \Sincerely yours, /• 

ION eoHTADjp) •:./ '■ ■ ' 
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V ’V Enclosure >. . s ... r 

cP* IRS Passport, Off ice, and Security,, ,De s par^^^ E S? R Srate 

" •• ' ■. -\..'\ 25 MAR 13 1967 

SEE NOTE PAGE 2 . 
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Honorable Marvin Watson 


NOTE: Request received 1/23/67 from White House. Position 

involved not indicat edT^m^s Dunham, aged 57, is a well- 
known Negro dancer an^^o^pgr apher . She is highly regarded 
in the theatrical fie^d^ During 1940s and 1950s she and her 
troupe participated in 'programs which were sponsored by 
communist front organizations but apparently without her 
knowledge according to informants. She is not known to have 
at any time been interested in communism according to 
informants. She was highly recommended for a position of 
trust by those interviewed. , .. 
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KATHERIireX^NHAH'^rT} //~ — ^ fQjMk ^ ^ 

' \l£S V 4 

Miss Dunham, although married 


is known prof ess ionaly by her maiden name Katherine DunhAmT 

p/ .44- . , , ^ , 7/ -V//76 




I. BIOGRAPHICAL DATA 
Birth 


Miss Dunham was bor n„i n_Ch ic ago Ill ino i s , on .either 
J une .22 , 190 9 f or June . 22 , . JQ IQ,. Various records reviewed 
during investigation lists her date and place of birth as 
indicated above* No record concerning her birth could be 
located in the Department of Health for the State of Illinois^ 
it being noted that the State of Illinois did not require 
the filing of birth records until 1915. 

All iimmMATioN com 

Education 


She enrolled at the University of Chicago, Chicago, 
Illinois, in January, 1929* She was granted a Bachelor of 
Physical Culture degree in August, 1936. 



a 

During 1935 and 1936, Miss Dunham was a student 
in anthropology at Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois, 

' • • ’••••• \ • 

Employment 

Miss Dunham has been a dancer, dance director, and 
choreographer her entire adult life. While attending Northwestern 
University (1935 and 1936) she became interested in primitive 
dances and during 1936 and 1937 she was the recipient of a 
Julius Rosenwald Foundation Fellowship which enabled her to 
study native dance, ritual, and folklore in the islands of the 
Caribbean Sea and Brazil, South America. Thereafter she 
traveled to New York City where she appeared in several 
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Katherine Dunham 


Broadway productions. She also appeared in several motion 
pictures. In 1941 Miss Dunham formed a dance troupe which has 
since performed throughout the United States, Mexico, and 

countries of the world. Miss Dunham and her troupe are 
presently touring in Africa. Since 1044 she has been the 
owner of a dance school in New York City. It was initially '■ \ 
known as Katherine Dunham School of Arts, Incorporated, and it v 
is now known as the Dunham School. . \v 

* ■ > '■ i 

i 

From September, 1964, until June, 1965, she was a ^ 

visiting instructor (supervising ballets and operas) at k 

Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, Illinois. She is j 

now or she has been a member of several professional organizations f 

and she is the author of two books and several articles which jj N 

concern herself and the dancing profession. * 

Marital Status 

/ • ' 

In July, 1941, Miss Dunham married 
Their address is 440 West 42nd Street, New York City. They 
also have a temporary residence at 167 West 85th Street,/ 

New York City. In addition, they have a home in Port*&u-Prince, 

Haiti; however, they have not used this residence in recent 

years as a result of existing economic and political conditions 
in Haiti. 


II. RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION 

..ri 4* v r ' ' ,p "' 

;/ Interviews 


/ 

/ 


, i 



I \ 


Jacob iU Javits, United States Senator from New York, 
when interviewed in Washington, D. C. , advised he is not 
acquainted with Miss Dunham and could furnish no information 
concerning her. 

I 1 Dunham School, 

New York City, advised she has been affiliated with Miss Dunham 
for the past five years. She mentioned that Miss Dunham and 
her troupe of dancers are presently touring Africa and they 
anticipate returning to the United States in March, 1967. She 
mentioned that Miss Dunham originally entered the theatrical 


2 
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Katherine Dunham / 

. : . ".7 '; : , • ' ' 4 / 

profession in 1933 in Chicago, Illinois,, and since that time 
Miss Dunham has been active in more than fifty different 
&tage plays, the ater performances, and motion pictures> 

~1 stated that Miss Dunham is known as an 
outstanding choreographer and she has been responsible for the 
qtaeography in more than two dozen various plays withix^ the 
United States and abroad. She stated there is no question 
concerning Miss Dunham’s character, reputation, loyalty, 
habits, morals, on ^integrity, She said Miss Dunham is entirely 
trustworthy and dependable and she highly recommended her for 
a position of trust and responsibility with the Federal 
Government . 


Hur ok Attractions , Incorporated , 
Los Ange ies, uaxuornia, ad vised she has been acquainted with 
Miss Dunham since 1941. She said she regards Miss Dunham 
as one of her best friends. They originally became acquainted 
in Los Angeles, California, on a social basis; however, from 
1944 until 1947 she traveled with Miss Dunham and was engaged 
as Miss Dunham* s company manager and assistant stage manager i 
She stated in 1962 she was associated with Miss Dunham in 


New York City in connection with a stage production. 

mp>nfr.ir>r>g>ri nho la ai sfl acquainted with Miss Dunham's husband, 

I and she considers him a very thoughtful and 
responsible person whose character , rep utation, and loyalt y 
are above question. She mentioned that l I had; 

been employed by Miss Dunham prior to their marriage and he ■’* 
traveled with Miss Du nham's dance troupe as the troupe's 
designer. | stated she has always admired Miss Dunham 

as a person and as an artist. She commented favorably concerning 
Hiss Ehinha m's character, reputation, loyalty, and associates. 


, mentioned that on many occasions while touring in 

foreign countries Miss Dunham has had opportunities to criticize 
the treatment of the Negro in American society; however, she 
always refused to do so pointing out that the opportunities 
available to m inority gro ups and individuals in the United States 


£ce unlimited. 


also mentio ned that Miss Dunham has an 

This 


adopted daughter 

daughter is presently appearing in a xneaxncai. pro auction in 


Paris, Fr ance . 
daughter. 


She s aid she has aj high regard for Miss Dunham's 
”]highly recommended Miss Dunham for a 


position of trust with the United States Government. 
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Katherine Dunham 


~1 in New York City, 

advised that she has been acquainted with Miss Dunham since 
1929. She stated they attended the University of Chicago at 
the same time, She said she was also acquainted with Miss Dunham 1 
brother, Albert, as well as her parents* all of whom are deceased. 
Mrs, W olf stated she is also acquainted with Miss Dunham* s 
husband | ~| and she has a high regard for him. 

She stated over the years - in an unprofessional way she has 
assisted Miss Dunham in connection with the management of her 
troupe. She said she knows MiSs Dunham is held in high regard 
by her associates in the theatrical business and she considers 
Miss Dunham a pathfinder in helping Negroes establish themselves 
in the theate±«alShe said she has been given no reason to 
question Miss Dunham’s character, reputation, loyalty, or 
associates and she highly recommended Miss Dunham for a position 
of trust and confidence. - 


who has been active in the arts 

in New York City, for many years, advised she has been acquainted 
with Miss Dunham since 1945. She is also acquainted with 
Miss Dun ham’s husband. l as well as her 

daughter [ She furnished favorable comments 

regarding tne cnaracrer, reputation, loyalty, morals, habits, 
and associates of Miss Dunham and her close relatives. She 
stated Bliss Dunham is a well— educated person who over the years 
has demonstrated she is a good organizer and /x effective writer. 

She stated further Miss Dunham is known in the theatrical world 
as a talented dancer and choreographer. She highly recommended 
Miss Dunham for a position of trust and responsibility with 
the Federal Government. 


Twenty-one additional persons, including social 
acquaintances and prof esslonal associates , were interviewed, 
and they furnished favorable comments regarding Miss Dunham’s 
character, reputation, loyalty, morals, habits, and associates. 
Those well acquainted with Miss Dunham stated she is an 
Intelligent individual, a good organizer, and effective writer, 
and she is known in the theatrical world as an outstanding 
dancer and choreographer. She was recommended for a position of 
trust and confidence, Persons acquainted with Miss Dunham’s 
close relatives stated they are reputable individuals and their 
loyalty to the United States is above question. 
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Close Relatives 

Father : . Albert Milland Dunham 

' ' . . . Deceased 


Mother Annette Poindexter Dunham 

Deceased 


Daughter 


Brother 


/■ 


currently 

appearing ittaa theatrical production 
in Paris, France 

Albert Dunham ; 

Deceased 


Credit and Arrest Checks ^ . 

information has been received from the appropriate 
credit reporting and law enforcement agencies in the United States 
and Mexico indicating that their files contain no information 
concerning Miss Dunham or her close relatives. 


Miscellaneous 


Informants who have furnished reliable information 
in the past have advised that during the 1940s and early 
1950s Miss Dunham and members of her dance troupe participated 
in f undr raising programs which were sponsored by such organizations 
as the" American Youth for Democracy; Join| Anti-Fascist Refugee 
Committee; National Council of American-Soviet Friendship; 
California Labor School; -Incorporated; National Negro Congress; 
Philadelphia School of Social Science and Art; and the Civil 
Rights Congress . — 

American Youth f or . wBeaio c as apy ; Joint 
Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee; 

National Council of American-Soviet 
Friendship; California Labor School, 

Incorporated; National Negro Congress; 

Philadelphia School of Social Science 
and Art; and the Civil Rights Congress 
have been designated pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450. 
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The aforementioned informants" also advised that 
Katherine Dunham was listed as a sponsor in the 1940s of 
such organizations as the Committee for Equa\ Justice for 

I Sou them Conference for Human Welfare; 
and the Citizens Non-Partisan Committee to Elect Beniamin J 
Davis to the New York City Council. 

vf : - ' 


The, Committee for Eniuft l Justice 

Southern 


fori" 

Conr 


Conference for Hiimah Welfare; and the 


- Citizens Non-Partisan Committee to 
Elect .Benjamin J. Davis to the New York City 
Council have been cited as communist front 
organizations by the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities. 


According to the aforementioned informants Miss Dunham 
was not an active participant in any of the organizations men- 
tioned hereinbefore and they have no knowledge that she at any 
time was sympathetic toward communism. She was, however, 
desirous of advancing the rights of the Negroes. 


Agency Checks 


Information has been received from the following 
governmental agencies indicating that their files contain 
either no record or no additional pertinent information 
regarding Miss Dunham: 

Bureau of Personnel Investigations, Civil 
Service Commission; House Committee on 
Un-American Activities; United States 
Secret Service; Naval Investigative Service, 
Office of Naval intelligence; Defense Central 
Index of Investigations, Fort Hoi abird, 

Maryland; and the White House Office. 
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Katherine Dunham 

The ^en^r^l files of the FBI, including the files 
of the Identification Division, contain no additional pertinent 
information regarding Miss Dunham. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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\ 


REPORTING OFFICE 

OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

DATE 

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

CHICAGO 

BUREAU 

2/18/67 

2/16 - 17/67 


TITLE OF CASE 


REPORT MADE BY 


TYPED BY 


0 

KATHERINE DUNHAM, aka. 


SA 

CHARACTER OF CASE 


I 


f lk 


SPI 
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REFERENCE : Washington Field teletype to Chicago dated 2/15/67. 

- RUC - 




Case has been: Pending over one year | ) Yes | 1 No; Pending prosecution over six months | | Yes [~' "| No 
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IB STATES DEPARTMENT OF JU< 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


E 


Copy to: 

Report of: 

Date: 

Field Office Fil 
Title: 

Character: 

Synopsis: 


This document 
your agency ; it 


b6 


SAI 

Office: Chicago 

blC 

2/18/67 



P. 161-1413 

Bureau File 


KATHERINE DUNHAM 




SPECIAL INQUIRY 


Marriage and divorce verified. Employment by Chicago 
Public Library verified. Appointee’s former husband 
domments favorably. Credit and arrest checks negative, 

- RUC - 



contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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.' s tudent, -and an A ;: employee; ;of, the: Chicag^ 

Paring t he-i r ; m.arr i a ge. . i He: statfed:Che^;4a^f. ^ 
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^ a f -44® - a r d . P P^ y : ; : Vmarr iage unt ilV they; ,r \ 
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CG 161 4141.3 V/. : ^.'b -;v v -i: 

" 25 years 4b.u-t'* d id>me e ; t, : *s ever a! \tlme s 1;;V ; ■M'v’’/:-’ -••■•Vy'/ 
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.'/* . " ” said ; he ^rdghrded. the y appointee .as [ • a-. 

: : loyal Amer ican citizen of, godd charucier:, reputarton 

• morals • He stated he. knew nothing of : an adverse . natpre 

; ibconcerning her by lie said ho- knows of no ^one in :the Chxcago; ; , , , , 

; v . area that knows .her v\,;. < V' 4: , .'/ • ■■ ".V.4.. 

■vV-. 


V : Employment 


bob\ ,> Chicago • Pu bl ip ; li ibr ai^y-X C - ‘ .4 ;V v4? r 

chicago;4;^^^hdis ' • •' n t. ’ ••.; \ ’• 

' •V-... p n February 17, 1967 , L- — . ... . . , .... . „ ■ ...1 b : >\ 

I advised K-VniEU INK DUNHAM .washired June; : .26 .. ... ,. 

ri vTl4 Service as a junior 1 ibbai^-. c ; lerk - 'ySlie , - c ha. ng e 4- ^ 




•V under CivTl .Service as a junior 1 ibi^ry clerk . ^ b ; : > ■ 

her name to' KATHERINE MC . COO on June - 11, 1.930, ;?*•,. ¥ ’ ; :■ 

• "f „fn,inbnr 16/ 1933. I |sald the appojntee was. , : 
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: ,'b^ '. 4b 4 7 August : 2j6 4 1929 October ^li;4l9 30 ^ y Vb •• ’ 4 ‘ "4; ‘4 : :b 
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FBI WASH DC 


FBI DETROIT^ 

1 231 PM/IJrGENT 2-21-67 JRM 
TO DIRECTOR 

FROM DETROIT (161-673) (RUC) IP 


F£ 0 FS L M mg 0? INVESTIGATION 
MPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

•CTION 




r 

3 > ToiBoa. 

Ue Loach — 

Mi • Mohr 

Ms. Wick 

Mr. Casper 

Mr. Callahan 

Mr. Conrad 

Mr. Felt 

Mr. Gale 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr, Sullivan 

Mr, Tavel 

Mr. Trotter 

Tele. Room 


0 


Miss Holmes. 
Miss Gandy.. 


KATHERINE DUNHAM, AKA. KAY DUNN, KATHERINE PRATT, MRS. JOHN TH 
PRATT, KATHERINE DUNHAM PRATT, KATHERINE DUNHAM MC COO, MRS. 


JARDIS MC COO; SPI; BUDEDs PAST. 


ALL INFORMATION fcOHT. 

msm 



RE WASHINGTON FIELD TELETYPE TO CHICAGO DATED FEBRUARY 
FIFTEEN, LAST; AND DETROIT REPORT OF SA 
DATED FEBRUARY ONE, LAST. 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 


THE FOLLOWING AGENCIES ON FEBRUARY TWENTY, LAST, ADVISED 


IC 


L THAT THEIR FILES CONTAINED NO DEROGATORY 


CREDIT INFORMATION OR RECORD OF ARREST IDENTIFIABLE WITH KAY DUNN 
KATHERINE DUNHAM PRATT, KATHERINE DUNHAM MG COO, OR MRS. JARDIS 
MC COO. 

IREDIT 


DATA CORPORATION, DETROIT MICH., 
MERCHANTS CREDIT BUREAU, DETROIT; 
BUREAU OF IDENTIFICATION, DETROIT PD; 
TRAFFIC COURT, DETROIT; AND 


WAYNE COUNTY SO, DETROIT. 
END. O 

RAM *3 1 MAR 






NOT RECORD 


MAR 13 1967 


FBI WASH DC 






/-36 22 - 64 ) 
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Date: 2/24/67 


Transmit the following in 

AIRTEL 


Via 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


(P riority) 


L 




Si 

n 


0^ 




\ 


TO : DIRECTOR , FBI 

FROM: ^AC, WFO (161-4100) (P) 

aka 


.SAU , WJc ' 

AD UNHAM , 


KATHERINE 
SPI 


ReWFO tele type to Chicago, dated 2/15/67. 

To date the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) has 
been unable to locate any income tax data concerning 
appointee. IRS interested in knowing date appointee 
plans to return to this country so she can be interviewed 
by IRS. Bureau please advise date of return if known. 

Attached ^are results of agency checks at the 
State Department, Security Office, the Personnel Locater 
files, and the State^Department Division of Americans 
Abroad, Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs. 
Documents pertaining to the appointee from the Division 
of Americans Abroad are also attached hereto, some of 
which are classified "Confidential, Group 4" and, there- 
fore, the attachments are being so classified. Also 
attached are the results of the State Department passport 
check . _ 

(TP Bureau 

1- WFO A I. 



JER-eec 

( 2 ) 

■AIR-TEL 


3b 


Approved: 


l' :'M R 1 

,n 


Special Agent 




Sent 


. M Per 



wfo 161-4100 •; A- 

LEAD •, • *. . * . . ■ ‘ A-' 

. WASHINGTON FIELD. • • ' ' •; . 

. ' ‘ AT v WASHINGTON ; D . C ^ . '/A ;. : V . > ' ; 

. Will maintain liaison with ’ IRS' concerning 
income tax check. , , . ’ A .-'A. " • ... 





* 


WO- 161-UlOO 
1 


b6 

b7C : 


• Appointee 1 s file- at the Passpprt Office, Department of State, part' 

.of which was mad'e available for review on 2/l£/67 and the completed file on 


2/21/67, was 'reviewed by IC 
6/22/1912, at Chicago, Illinois*. 


It- indicated appointee was born : 


On l^/7/l^ii?^dppointee was issued New York Series 'Passport #1796 
in the- name ’of^pdmffiSNE' DUNHAM .PMTT for proposed travel' of ' three months » 
duration to- Mexico for -'prof* engagement, ” On the- passport application, which 
was dated .ii/U/19U7 at New York,. City, she listed permanent residence as 57 Park ' 
Avenue,. New York, New York* It indicated that ' She was last married on 7/IO/I9UI 

She stated that she 


was previously marri'eci[ 


]on 6/12/19J3 .at Chicago, Illinois, and 



that this marriage was . terminated by : divorce, oh 2/3/36. 

The passport' files -reflect that' KATHERINE DUNHAM ’ MG - COO d known as . 
was first ' issued passport #207877' at -Washington, . D*C. , . on - 
8, 1935^^or proposed travel to the. British Isles for six months for. the 
travel.’.' She stated she "was born 6/2 2/1909 - at - Chicago , Illinois. The 
: ‘file. does not - ., indie ate. that a birth certificate was seen by passport- authorities ' 
but "the : : Pas sport Office then accepted this birth information from her., inasmuch -. " 
as .her father, .ALBERT M; DUNHAM,- then residing at I1O8. S.- Jolie t ; . Street/ . Joliet 9 
.Illinois,'- served, as' her identifying witness., stating he-' had known, her for ' 

: twenty-five' years... Her permanent residence t hen wa s. J7-i-nG'e.nne s Ave nue . Chic ago. 

She -stated that she was married : on. 5/29/1930 \ «v^ 



and then, re siding', at "3638 S.; Parkway, Chicago. 



I' • ( . By -letter dated 2/7/19^3 'from 2o Romo lo .Place, San: Francisco, she c <^ - 
: requested'-: the return of her passport- which had ; been taken up -at the Canadian " {jfzr 
border on. 6/£/l 9h2'i -The .file shows that her -1935 passport' was cancelled and 'returned . 
to her. on 3/I.6/I9J4X 


.1796 renewed 
her legal rest 



at the American., Embassy, Rome, Italy, she- had passport # 
valid 1 until U/l/1951) •. On- the rensrwal application, - she - listed 
as 220 West U3rd Street, New. York, - tNew. York.. 



fl. at Port' au Prince, Haili, . she -. was . issued, passport #180 •'* 

for travel/' to al^edllntries not under restrictions-. She listed her legal residence 
as 22o .We siltora Street, Nev/.York City. The passport was issued in the name of V 
KATHERINE DUNHAM -PRATT , aka, KATHERINE •; DUNHAM-. On 10/9/1953- .at the American'' , 
Consular Service, Habana, Cuba, she' had passport #180 .renewed ‘for -two years: 

(to expire '7/20/l-95^). Her renewal '- application indicated :she represented the 
•KATHERINE DUNHAM THEATER- PRODUCTIONS'- ' Inc. , -.220 W # - i;3rd Street, , New York. ' • 




On 8/11/1955, appointee was issued passport #2132. at Mexico,, D.F. . in " 
the name of KATHERINE DUNHAM. PRATT for -travel' to Mexico and Cuba for " professional 

• purposes, "' The passport application’ showed she was residing at Cerrada de.-’ia. '■•’. v 
Amargura 22 , San Angel Inn. Mexico . ^D.F^Mexi no . She inrii cated 'that. • shp.wa.g ■■ l-aq+ . 

• married on 7/11/1950 1 

She requested that her mother, Mrs. .ANNETTE. DUNHAM, 112 S.;, Joliet Street, ■ Joliet ' 
Illinois, be notified in the event of death or accident, ' ’ . 9 " 

On 8/3/1965, appointee was issued passport 7/S-.575315' in the name of ’■ 
KATHERINE DUNHAM . PRATT , aka, KATHERINE DUNHAM. for proposed: travel/ of six • •weeks < • 

duration to Italy, France and' England on business. The passport-' 'application reflected 
'she. was previously issued, passport #250552 issued .8/20/1959 and which 'was renewed" 
on February, 1962, < The - . 19 : 65 ,qoa s s po rt application 'was supported. by a supplementary 
affidavit dated 7/31/1965. at New York,. -New. -York, regarding chan re of name which ' • 

was furnishe q [ in -which '-he stated ' 

.that he had - known KATHERINE DUNHAM' PRATT, aka, . KATHERINE 'DUNHAM,- residing ' at"-- 
Hotel Chelsea, '22-2 W. /23rd. -Street, New York City,-. New York, since .195-1.'* Another "-V 
affidavit dated ,7/3 1/6 14.. .at- New York, New York; | ’ 1 | 

| ’indicated' she had khov/n KAIHERINE DUNHAM. ’PRATT, r aka. " ' ■ '/ ■ 

KATHERINE DUNHAM,.- residing, at the- Hotel Chelsea, • 23id. Stieet, New. York ..City, - New- , 
York, for ten years and that the' ‘appointee assumed the- names by' marriage on or about ' 

1951. • ^ •••- ‘ •“- ' . , ■ " - ■••'. •' . 


• .On her 1964*. pa shport . application, .appointee- indi cated that she was ■ •' 

last married on 7/10/1951 L 

She listed her -parents^ asoALB.ERT" W DRAFT) -DUNHAM,' -born - 3/2.7/1887 at Memphis./ ”• ~ J 

•■Tennessee, and/A NN^^ born .2/17-/1888 at Alton, /Illinois. : 

** ~~~ KATRERINE DUNHAM PRATT was' issued \Ra s s port ; // 25Q552 • a t Pa ris ] - Franc e , 

on 8/20/1959 for proposed travel in France and other countries on personal business. 
She stated she had been in 'Mexico from August,/ 1957,,.. to December, 1957 *. -and’ had had- 
numerous trips abroad from. 1958- to July,-/ 1959* and had been in France ■ since July, : ' /• 

1959. ■ ’i/:-- . 7; 7 "V. > _ • 7/7- 

/■ ■ She., gave as her legal- :r'esidehce ‘608 5th Avenue,. ; New York City/ New . York, 

and was then residing at the- Hotel Roblin in.- Paris . ; , •' ; :v '" •" /'' 

: J^vip -Rt.at.p.H. RliR wag Task ori 7/lQ A 91 lT at T gcata -Mexi c.n } - to 

an American .citizen,- 

• then residing in Paris, ..- / .-• / ..;/* / /• / " • : '/ /' \ •.:.• 
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SUBJECT : EDUCATION AND CULTURAL EXCHANGE: Katherine DUNHAM, 

American Specialist 
REF : Dakar A-369 


The Department awarded an American Specialist grant to 
Miss Katherine Dunham for a period of 189 days with the 
provision that she enter on duty in Dakar on November 13, 1965 
and complete her grant period on May 17, 1966. According to 
the grant she was supposed to be in duty status in Dakar for 
183 days. An additional four days were provided for travel 
to and from Dakar and 2 days for briefing and debriefing, 
making a total of 189 days. 

According to information available to the Department,. 

Miss Dunham was on duty in Dakar for six days from December 16 
to 21, 1965 and returned for duty on March 4, 1966. Consequently 
under the provisions of the grant, Miss Dunham's duty status 
in Dakar will be terminated on August 30, 1966, allowing 2 days 
for travel to her home and one day for debriefing. 

Up to the present time the following compensation payments 
have been made to Miss Dunham: 

July 30 briefing and compensation from 11/13-20 $297.00 9 days 


Compensation from 11/21 - 12/4 
Compensation from 12/5 - 12/1 8 

Compensation from 3/4 - 4/9, 1966 


AT-Ii OX 


DS-323 


.from 4/10 - 4/20 


Total 


UNCLASSIFIED 


railed by: fir 

CU/ECS/AA: BZemplenyi^am 5/18/66 


462.00 14 days 
462.00 14 days 
1,221 .00 37 days. 

462.00 14 days 
2,904.00 88 days 

FOR DEPT. USE ONLY 
SKjjOut 


Cl earances: 


CU/AP : 
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A-30, Dakar 
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compensation payments from November 13 to December 18 were made on the 
assumption that Miss Dunham entered on duty November 13, 1965 as 
provided foe in her grant. 

During the period from November 13 to December 18 Miss Dunham received 
compensation for 37 days when she was on duty for 6 days only. This 
overpayment for 31 days will be adjusted before the termination of her 
grant. 

Miss Dunham will continue to receive compensation for a total of 189 
days, provided that she remains on duty in Dakar for the entire period 
of her grant. 


Miss Dunham was awarded an American Specialist grant for the specific 
purpose of remaining in Dakar for a period of six months and to carry 
out her mission there in cooperation with the Embassy. Miss Dunham 
accepted the terms of the grant and signed the letter accompanying the 
grant. 

Miss Dunham's departure from Dakar to Paris after being on duty for six 
days was not authorized by the Department and was not suggested by the 
Embassy. Since Miss Dunham did not perform any authorized duties in 
Paris under the provisions of her grant, the Department can not aeeede 
to her res'*® 3 * 1 for the payment of compensation or per diem during her 
stay in Paris. 

Concerning &iss &unha»*s insurance claims, the Department is in no 
position to make any decision. Since Mias Dunham was covered by 
insurance provided by the Department, she should establish her claim 
with the insurance eou^any. It will be up to the insurance company 
to determine whether her medical and hospital expenses were due to her 
accident £n Dakar or due to her Chronic arthritic condition. 

The Department can not consider extending Miss Dunham's grant beyond 
the termination date on August 30, 1966. 
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subject: Request for evaluation by Dance Panel . 




date; February 11, 1964 

\, 
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Name: Katherine Dunham, dancer, choreographer „ 

Proposal: Miss Dunham has come to the Department on a number 

of occasions to discuss the possibility of taking a. company 
of dancers abroad for the Department of State. For a number 
of reasons such a tour is not possible, but the possibility 
has been discussed of sending Miss Dunham out alone as an 
American Specialist to lecture on dance in the United States. 



We do not know that she is seriously interested in going 
out without her company, but before approaching her to ascertain 
the extent of her interest, we wish to ask the panel members this 
question: 

In your opinion is it desirable to send Katherine 
Dunham abroad as a lecturer on American dance? If so, 
any suggestions which you may have concerning areas 
of the world in which she would be most effective and 
ways in which she could be programmed would be appreciated. 
Our tentative thought has been that she might be sent 
to the Far East or to Latin America. 


Biographic Information : 

Born 1910, Chicago. 

Graduate, University of Chicago. 

Studied dance in Chicago; did research in the dances of 
the West Indies, '36-’37. 

Producer-Director, Katherine Dunham Dance Company. 

Has made, various tours of the United States and Europe 
with her company under such names as Bad. Negre, 
Tropical Revue, New Tropical Revue, etc. 

Established Katherine Dunham School of Cultural Arts, 

New York, '45. 

I la. -s c.vit toil Hiked nr tie l.as to mnpyu 1 '. inap under the pseudonym 
v I. ■ K s Dunn.; Mutkot of bucks on. the dance. 

Address: 57 Park Avenue, New York City. 






* t o in CU/gP NYC ' ■ 

i -%* a f" r ‘Z Vffice and Officer) < 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


Memorandum of Conversation 


DATE: February 12, 1964 


SUBJECT: 


leather ine Dunham for Specialists 


PARTICIPANTS: 


CU/CP 


Dance Panel members listed below 
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COPIES TO: 


American Specialist s 


r 


Dance ^ 

I — J called to ask me to call /Panel members regarding the follow- 

ing information; "In your opinion is it desirable to send Katherine Dunham 
abroad as a lecturer on American dance? If so, any suggestions you may have 
concerning areas of the world in which she would be most effective and ways she 
could be programmed would be appreciated. Our tentative thought has been that 
she might be sent to the Far East or Latin America." 


X 


l_ 


FORM 

3-61 


DS-1254 


No, it is not desirable. She is not representative of American 
dance, but a specialized (Car ibbean! aspect of it. "She’s 


trouble - do you want another 


. , She does not pay 

her own people, and is only interested in feathering her own 
nest; she loveS^ money, and just wants a grant. She is unprin- 
cipled, and caused a hassle in Australia x^hich got in all the 
newspapers, when she was there on her own. She 1 loses her tempei 
and "you coul dn't police her at all." If a .Negro dance spec ial- 


Would recommend^ 


1st is wanted, 

Pearl Primus, both of Wiom are highl y qualified as specialists 


or 


] would object 


and "have brains," For the record, 
to Miss Dunham on, the grounds of being "too specialized and 
having the xnrong personality to represent us abroad*" 


In principle* it sounds like a marvelous idea, bud 


has heard several stor ids; about how difficult she is to get 
along with, and to handle;' and would have to check these oujt 

before giving 
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^p^^ontinued) 


before giving -.-a final opinion. 

] 'Be has not (seen Katherine punhnm for quite -'a nuiabOr of 
.year &. Ap he remembers her Work long time --ago &he was f"X 
•^n .inteilectuni,. ; very ''charming and would be capable of ' 
<doihg ;$ very good lecture -becauae- of her training add 
education in the ^spee'ialized area of ethnic -dance end 
folklore of the West Indies. She has -a good ••deal- 'of 
ten^erament which has paused : prob|g^ in her profess ional 
life, but might not exist- if she •'w^aione:.- ^ • Because; of ’ 

' her ■interest in -'the 'ethnic ilid in the West -indie a* : #he- 
would be ;§ natural for; South She is shrewd 

theatricailyr,. ail -style.*. look©- .and charm,[ which was [based 
on .her physical •et-tractiyenesi^ sht is not ■£-• technician. 

He : would hope that ''unless; there: ;i© ‘It -'.specific request 
for -her in -special /place*:. -that this could be: considered 
•when : aii the [Panel members 'were present at the March j.9 
' meet.ini'i.' Tsince' -he does not know her ipersonaily. 

Aithough l 1 'does not Ijasow her .personally^ but only 

jus ; a performer, ©he would go along with the idea. She 
;is # graduate •apthropologist from the U niversity of Ghicago : , 
very bright ^and ^attractive; • I 1 imagines .'she hhe; •' 

lmqwle.dge- of several ianguage© . ,f©ioda ©he hits been 

jabrdad <$6 $ahy times*. 'She would hope that she would not 


■ 'pi -ethhid farms 'and •anthrdpold^y a?® Wha'f ■ : she WOuid base her 


| ifoinks it' might be a fpod idea because She speaks /jfery Well* 
however*' her subject ;ahpuid hot. be American ;dance>. but What 
•she id. .beet- qualified' ;tb Jspaak On '••'■$ie' Contribution- '-of '.the'- 
. ; $egr.o to ' the in . the New’ ifti'.pie 'Americas^.. Worth aud . 

;?du^).^ Chiiy l/lO’ of her programs- ate U.S* ;/ the test is 
•'•Brasilian and Caribbean*, etc.*:'" [She '.is '-a: difficult :Wpmah' dud 
> has had -. -p' dhiems.^ with %ev ’ ©do dahcefS;* but ;$[£. . she could be' 
-he.ld -tp- lecturing,, it : ariLght he/.aii rights With --reserya.tipns 
. refai'dingi hot ■ •qnaiii-i^ to reprd'lan.t to the fullest the 
•art • of the "danc-e:-'. In Amur ifa/ s&s (jsince 'she-.-iSya 'yehy Speeiallsec 
, ./speciaMstl ^arid with' ; re aerva.iioha>x 'Span - 

reflection ^ . l addedthar the* Subject he. nait&d- might ■ 

-aerve t& pinpoint that ‘ the [Wegro is, .diffef #it • in A^-ica* and 
• the -iiyEsfe-tf ' ' Want td'ahdw-that--aap^ct^ 




Katherine hunhac^ep 


|(2/i4/64) 


ntinued) 


?. 3 


It la an ideal thing; she is educated,. has done re* 
search, is presentable and has had wide experience. 
She was at a sympfeosium at. the Manhattan School of 
Mnsic some years ago where she gave a lecture, with 
illustrated material* slides, etc. which was very 
good. She has a strong personality, but if kept in 
the framework of a lecture* it can be channeled. 




OPTIONAL FORM NO- 10 
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UNITED STATES GOVEj^IENT 

'Memorandum 
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subject: Katherine Dunham 


date; 


February 19, 1964 
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On February 6th 


said that he thought 


Katherine Dunham would be an excellent lecturer, a good 
representative of this country* He is not sure she would 
want to go out without her troupe but she would be pleased 
to be invited. She is a bit annoyed with the indifference 
of the Department but she is a charming person, very cultivated 
and talks well. 


I 

would be a good representat ive, 


seem to agree that Miss Dunham 


On February 10th 


]said that Miss Dunham* s team 


had been turned down for the Cultural Presentations Program 
because it was too erotic, but he did not want to tell her 
that this was the reason* We discussed the possibility of 
her going alone as a lecturer 0 He says he thinks she , s a 
bit too fat for a lecture demonstrat io n now and would do us 
little good* He said that had suggested to her - 


when she was in his office that she might go out alone as 
an American Speci alist but that she did not take him up, and 
he, thinks we ought not to renew the suggestion* 




LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

i 

i 

i 

i 

i 
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w 
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Dear Mias Dunham: - • •' 

Since I received your January letter, I have sade rather exfceasivQ- 
investigations to see if we could not, in sosae way, utilize your - :J : 
talents or those of your company at the Berlin Festival and in other , 
parts of Europe o You have shown such great interest in cur educaticfesl 
and cultural exchange program and X have such admiration for you m 
a person, that X have been particularly hopeful we could work out ; 
something which would be Interesting for you and Which would also £&$- " ••* 
into our broader program plans* I am sorry to report that X fa=n*» - wq&’ - >■ ' ' 
been successful* 


As 1 have already explained to you, it is necessary that ' 

gi^as for performing artists fit broad objectives laid down for eaeh 
area of the world, that they be approved by ncm^govermaeatal poaelp . . .j •: 
end that they be planned many months ahead , If in any caca, hmrowj? ' 
deserving, we ignore our usual procedure©, we invite a 1 great deal of. 
trouble from other artists, from the public end from Congress o X .r' . 

have to assure Congress that the progress is always governed by deeis&oaD^ 
lode months in advance, by a psnsi of exports, not by my own fiat o’ V . 

In order to see whether we might be able to suggest that you • 

alone a o a lecturer and consultant, we have canvassed request© frc£s[ 
our post© overseas and reviewed objectives for our program of: loctvsCoao, 
but unfortunately lectures on the dance do act receive a high oao^ // 
priority listing to enable us to include such tour at the present 
time as part of our small, program* : y. 


In any case, you have indicated that you would much prefer to > 
travel with your troupe and I cm not sure that we could have entice $ i 
you to go out alone. J . '..y. 

. * • • u */ ' j v*j. ’ 

X ea sorry to have to write a discouraging answer to o perse® $hc 
is bo much interested in international cultural exchange and who ha&. : 
oo often performed abroad with great success, but S ea euro you vlMll 
understand qohiq of the limitations, fiscal and othsruioo, under thich 1 
we have to worh. 


Slf. 


It is always a pleasure to soe you<> 


Sincerely^ 


Miss Katherine Dunham 
Hotel Chelsea 

Hew Yorh, Hew York 



m 


Hi 1 . 
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January 18th 1965 
University Courts Apt* N. 
Carbcmdale, Illinois 
U.S.A. 


Dear Mr. Ambassador, 

May I offer late congratulations on your new post. 

I assume that It will be a most rewarding one, particularly In view of the 
World Festival of Negro Arts in Dakar. During tho past one and a half years 
I have been in constant and close contact with tho Senegalese govemmant, 

„ hoping to be able to contribute both to the overall plan and the Performing 
Arts Program. 

It has not been possible for me to spend a great deal 
of time In meetings In New York, but I have been able to be of some service 

I believe in Italy, Sweden and Paris. Upon returning to New York I found a •' 

greatly expanded American Corsnittee, including a number of people who will I ’ 
hope insure the success of the American participation* 

Unfortunately the budget for the performing arts does not 
allow for any one company to present a full evening or it seems even a major 
work of any length. Since our company has made such an impact upon other coun- 
tries of the world, I feel that it would be? 1 a great loss if we were not fully 

represented to best advantage at the Festival. I have therefore suggested to \ ' 
Ambassador Alioune Diop and to His Excellency President Senghor that they 
8ollicit our presence through the State department. 

I believe that we once spoke about the fact that our 
company has never benefited in subsidy for any of our touring and this as you 
can imagine, has been a great blow economically on keeping solvent. I no longer 
try to subsidize the full company between tourB but have reestablished a School 
in New York, making use of some of the members as instructors. We have avail- 
able on a short rehearsal notice the full roportoiro and company which has 
meant so much to both sophisticated and emerging countries the world ovor. 

It would now seem time for us to receive subsidy for 
a tour no matter how brief, and surely there could be no better occasion than 
at the Festival. From experience in South America, the Far East and even this 
country, I am sure that the process and technique which we have used to trans- 
late primitive, folk and international material into a creative theatre, Io_ 
one which would greatly benefit the African countries where we have not been 
abla to finance a tour independently. 



P 

Y 


Ambassador Mercer Cook 
Ambassador of the United States 
DAKAR, Senegal. 



I would also like at the same time to suggest State Department 
or private foundation subsidy for an exploratory trip of a few days,, 
which I could make during the month of April D since I shall be in Paris 

at this time, and a perhd of instruction and guidance which I could 

offer to The National Academy Dance Department for a period before or 
after the Festival, and which I hope would become an annual project on 
ray part. 


I era at present in the campus of Southern Illinois University 
in Carbondale, In the capacity of Artist in Residence as you will 8eo 
from the enclosed folder. Hy specific project io the staging of the Opera 
FAUST and the es tabliahraent of a dance department. I shall hove finished 
for this year by the first of March and hope that by then some decision 
has been arrived at es to my participation with a full company. 


My best regards 
ray congratulations. 


and again. Ambassador, 


accept , 
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YourB sincerely. 


Katherine Dunham 







Dear 



On several recent occasions, Senghor has mentioned 
Catherine Dunham’s eagerness to come to Senegal to teach 
dancing. It seems, that she saw him in November - either in 
Paris or New York - and said that she wanted to open a dance 
school in St. Louis vdu Senegal. He has assured her, however, 
that she could do a.- .much more valuable job in Dakar at the / 
School for African i^rts o 

J ' ■' • / 

Last Saturday /the President again broached this matter 
and asked whether AjID' could pay Miss Dunham’s travel expenses 
and salary. The Senegalese Government, could provide living 
quarters. At any sate he would be writing me about it 0 

In this connection, our PACT 'has probably relayed our 
impression that the University of Dakar seems unlikely to 
invite a. visiting American professor for the next academic 
year. The Hector was most evasive when we raised this question 
with him a couple of weeks ago. Senghor also complains that 
it is almost impossible to get a visiting professor from. any 
country but France into the University. 


Perhaps the School for African Arts is a suitable alternative o - 
Would there be a possibility 'of Foundation support? I shall, 
of course, forward. Senghor ’s letter as soon as it arrives. 

/ : Sincerely, 



'Tru*. (L<^' uL 


Mercer Cook 


j kfrican Pr ogr ams , 

Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs, 
Department of State, 

■ .Washington, D. C 0 ‘ ■ 
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Katherine Dunham for a specialist grant 


I have heard from eight out of fourteen Panel members who were sent 
my mean of April 29 on this subject,, Although a few were not satisfied 
with the explanation of what she would teach - "what is the Katherine 
Dunham technique" was one of the questions raised - and some questioned 
the fact that she would be leaving the school to an unnamed assistant, 
there was general approval of the idea, considering that she was requested 
by the Senegalese President, and if the request is for a teacher, not as 
a choreographer for the Dakar Festival,, 

suggested ! I if available, as her assistant, 

ana would hope that President Sengor's oral invitation could be made 
official. 


The fact that no Panel member has had first-hand knowledge of what 
Miss Dunham has been doing in the past ten years should be noted. 

” ' ) 





ir f 

Buy US. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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Info. AMEMBASSY DAKAR 
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EDUCATIONAL AND CULTURAL EXCHANGE: 
Wirom 3123 


v im - 

£J£ 

date: January 22, 1966 


American Specialist Grantee 
Katherine DUNHAM 




Miss Katherine DUNHAM' nov- understands the terms of her travel author-*"' 
izat.ion and is grateful for the clarification as well as for the excess |f| 

baggage authorization, Paris-Dakar-US . She is still in Paris, having had jj| 
an operation to remove some small bone particles which chipped off the 
kneecap as a result, of a fall in a Dakar hotel. Presumably she will remain p 
in a Paris clinic until about January 28, after which she still will have h 

some recuperating to do in Paris. y p 

She inquires about the possibility of her being accorded per diem | 

allowance during some or all of her Paris stay, inasmuch as she says she is « 
working on aspects of the April Festival of Negro A rt. Among other things, t 
she is working with the clothing designer on a scarf design. She 

irfKWorking on a fashion parade. She is working up some material for the /f 

literary group, Presence Africaine. Lastly, she is researching George -C* 
Washington Carver to see if his life work of research on use of peanuts mighljf 
not be converted into meaningful theatrical terms for use in Senegal, where & 
peanuts are a major export. She wished to point out that she is in Paris 
at the recommendation of the American Ambassador and of President Senghor, 
who both felt she could be most effective right; now working in Paris. 

In the interim, Mi^.s Dunham 'says she has received a message from §, 

President Senghor approving her appointment as "Technical Cultural Advisor" k‘ 
to the Senegalese Government, Upon questioning, she said this would L 

entitle her to a villa during the festival, in which to do some necessary f' 
entertaining, but that no other emoluments were involved. I 
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from Paris 


Presumably Dunham i writ^nn to the above effect in a 

personal letter to of CU. The Embassy would be 

grateful for the Department's guidance in this matter. 


FOR THE AMBASSADOR 
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